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23 March  2026

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: ZARIA EXCELLENCE AWARDS

1. Introduction
By submitting a nomination or participating in the Zaria Excellence Awards (the "Awards"), the nominee, nominator, and any associated parties agree to be bound by these Terms and Conditions.
2. Eligibility & Nationality
· Citizenship: Participation in the Awards is strictly limited to South African citizens.
· Proof of Identity: All nominees must be prepared to provide a valid South African Identity Document (ID) or passport upon request to verify eligibility.
· Professional Standing: Nominees must demonstrate excellence within their respective sectors, adhering to the highest standards of professional integrity and ethics.
· Integrity: Nominees must not have any criminal record or be involved in activities that could bring the Awards or Zaria Business Enterprise into disrepute.
3. Nomination Process & Deadline
· Submission Window: All nominations must be submitted through the official online portal or designated channels.
· Deadline: The closing date for all nominations is 15 April 2026.
· Late Entries: Any submissions received after 23:59 (SAST) on 15 April 2026 will be strictly disqualified.
· Accuracy: Information provided must be true and complete. Misrepresentation of citizenship or professional achievements will lead to immediate disqualification.
4. Mandatory Attendance
· Full Conference Participation: Being selected as a finalist requires mandatory attendance for the entire duration of the associated conference.
· Awards Ceremony: Finalists must attend the official awards ceremony in person.
· Non-Compliance: Failure to attend the full conference proceedings may result in the forfeiture of the award and disqualification from the final selection process, at the discretion of the organizers.

5. Judging and Selection
· Finality: The decisions made by the independent judging panel are final and binding. No correspondence or appeals regarding the shortlisting or final selection of winners will be entertained.
· Confidentiality: The judging process remains internal. Individual scores and judge deliberations will not be disclosed to nominees or the public.
· Right to Rescind: The organizers reserve the right to withdraw an award if information emerges after the ceremony that contradicts the eligibility (including citizenship status or attendance requirements).
6. Intellectual Property & Media
· Publicity Rights: By participating, nominees and winners grant the organizers a non-exclusive, royalty-free license to use their names, photographs, and professional biographies for promotional, marketing, and archival purposes across all media platforms.
7. Data Privacy & Compliance
· POPIA Compliance: All personal information collected, including identity documents for citizenship verification, will be handled in strict accordance with the Protection of Personal Information Act (POPIA).
· Usage: Data will be used solely for the administration of the Zaria Excellence Awards and the associated conference.
8. Limitation of Liability
The organizers shall not be liable for any costs (including travel and accommodation), losses, or damages incurred by participants in relation to their nomination or attendance at the conference and awards event.
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